
 © 2019 The Record, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

 Volume 24, Number 34                                                Friday, July 12, 2019                                                   REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION

The official newspaper of the towns of Bedford, Lewisboro and Pound Ridge

RECORD     REVIEW
The Bedford • Lewisboro • Pound Ridge

The official newspaper of the towns of Bedford, Lewisboro and Pound Ridge

BY ELLEN S. BEST

I recently visited the office of Di Biase Filkoff 
Architects to see their exhibit of paintings 
by  Omiros. Architects and Pound Ridge 
residents Armand Di Biase and his wife, 

Cynthia Filkoff, just relocated their office from 
Bedford Village to the former Lionheart Gallery 
building in Scotts Corners.  When I stopped by, 
Cynthia showed me the paintings that are on 
loan to them for about six months and told me 
that on that very day, a painting of the Virgin 
Mary from Omiros’ 28-year Byzantine period was 
being given to Pope Francis by Marlene and 
Peter Saile. They own the Atelier Omiros 
Gallery in Bedford Village and had offered the 
exhibit to celebrate the new architectural office 
in Pound Ridge. Peter had known Omiros for 
many years before the artist suddenly died in 
2010 and they now exclusively represent the art-
ist’s family. The painting they gave to Pope 
Francis had a price tag of $250,000.

I spoke with Marlene about her experience 
with Pope Francis, which took over a year to ar-
range, including having background checks, and 
submitting résumés, photos, passports and other 
documents for approval. They received the invi-
tation for the private audience at the Vatican with 
only fi ve days notice, so they had to rush to make 
travel and hotel arrangements. Marlene’s teary, 
heartfelt account of their private audience with 
the Pope was very moving. “The air changed 
when he came into the room and the whole expe-
rience was magical and took on a life of its own,” 
she said, as she showed me photos of Pope Fran-
cis accepting their gift. Locally, some of Omiros’ 
paintings are also on display at the Bedford Play-
house and St. Matthew’s Church. A larger selec-
tion can be seen on weekends or by appointment 
at the Atelier Omiros Gallery, located at 11-15 
Court Road. For more information, call 786-290-
7205 or email Marlene@AtelierOmiros.com. 
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A special gift
Marlene Saile, co-owner of Atelier Omiros Gallery, presenting a painting 
to Pope Francis at the Vatican. Ms. Saile and her husband, Peter, are 
exhibiting other works by Omiros at the new offi ces of Di Biase Filkoff 
Architects in Scotts Corners. Read more details in this week’s Talk of 
the Town. 


